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The COVID-19 pandemic has greatly
affected the life of the Church. Because
of the suspension of public masses and
the disruption of parish life, many feel
disconnected from Christ and his
Church. Story page 12. (CNS photo/
courtesy Our Sunday Visitor)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (second from right) assisted by
Father John Beaumaster (right) blesses the Paschal candle at the Easter Vigil
Mass, Saturday evening, April 3rd at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
in Saint John. Story page 6. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis walks near flowers prior to celebrating Easter
Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican April 4. The Easter season, which lasts
until Pentecost, is a time for rejoicing and for always seeking out the risen Christ,
he said. Story page 9. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

VATICAN CITY — Candidates for
priestly ordination are blessed with
incense during a mass in St. Peter's
Basilica at the Vatican May 12, 2019.
The number of Catholics and of
permanent deacons in the world has
risen, while the number of religious
men and women decreased, according
to Vatican statistics. Story page 8. (CNS
photo/Yara Nardi, Reuters)
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New FreemanThe
Canada must stop vaccine obstruction, religious say
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The Sisters of St. Joseph, the Oblates and
the Jesuits have joined with a long list of
churches, unions and humanitarian organi-
zations to ask Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
to get behind an exception to international
patent laws that would allow companies and
countries to quickly produce cheaper, generic
versions of COVID-19 vaccines.

At World Trade Organization [WTO] meet-
ings in Geneva in December and again early
in March, Canada stood in the way of a joint
Indian-South African proposal for a TRIPS
waiver (TRIPS stands for Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights),
which would allow countries and generic
drug makers to produce generic versions of
vaccines without fear of sanctions or law-
suits.

“Everyone everywhere needs out of this
pandemic as quickly as possible. Canada must
be part of the global effort to save lives —
not an obstacle. We call on the Canadian gov-
ernment to support the waiver now,” said the
March 10 letter from 38 organizations includ-
ing the United Church of Canada and the ecu-
menical social justice organization Kairos.

Global Affairs Canada told The Catholic
Register “Canada has not rejected the COVID-
19-related TRIPS waiver proposal.” Canada
has instead joined with Mexico and Chile in
withholding its support until advocates for
the proposal answer questions about “spe-
cific intellectual property-related barriers.”

The stance is just camouflage for obstruc-
tion, according to signatories to the letter.

“Vaccine technology and knowledge are be-
ing treated as private property by pharma-
ceutical corporations, despite much of this
research being paid for by over $100 billion
of taxpayers’ money,” the letter to Mr.
Trudeau reads.

South of the border, the Jesuits have
mounted a full court press to get Washington
to reverse its opposition to a TRIPS waiver.

“There is no reason to guarantee further
monopoly rights to the companies,” Jesuit
Father Ted Penton, SJ wrote in a letter to
congressional representatives March 18. Fr.
Penton is the secretary of the Office of Jus-
tice and Ecology at the Jesuit Conference of
Canada and the United States.

“Intellectual property rights are an impor-
tant way to encourage private companies to
fund innovation, ensuring that they can reap
the fruits of their own investments,” Fr.

Penton wrote to all 435 members of Con-
gress. “The development of COVID vaccines,
however, has been largely funded by taxpay-
ers, with governments pre-purchasing the
vaccines from pharmaceutical companies with
no guarantee that effective vaccines would
be developed. Taxpayers took the risk and
the companies have been paid.”

Fr. Penton’s letter to Congress comes on
the heels of a February 22 letter from the Jesuit
Major Superiors of Africa and Madagascar
to President Joe Biden.

“We are concerned that rich countries —
including the United States — are hoarding
most of the global vaccine supply while poor
countries are left behind,” Father
Agbonkhianmneghe Orobator wrote on be-
half of Africa’s Jesuits. “Many global south
nations may not start mass vaccinations until
as late as 2024. We call on your office to stop
the WTO’s role in enforcing this vast inequal-
ity.”

The African Jesuits point out that COVAX
[COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access] is not
getting needles into arms, and that’s a danger
for everyone.

In the United Kingdom, the Catholic organi-
zation CAFOD (Catholic Agency For Over-
seas Development) predicts the coronavirus
will push 150 million people into extreme pov-
erty, resulting in an additional 130 million left
starving. CAFOD is pushing Prime Minister
Boris Johnson to drop UK opposition to a
TRIPS waiver.

Canada has put $940 million into the $9.4
billion COVAX fund that is supposed to en-
sure equal access to vaccines for poor and
middle income countries. §

Father Ted Penton, SJ (Jesuits photo)
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — In his second year with the Diocese of Saint
John, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, acknowledged the unique-
ness of celebrating the Chrism Mass during a pandemic. “We would
have loved to pack the Cathedral this year, and we would have

Diocese celebrates second Chrism Mass during pandemic
loved to have more priests with us. Last year we were only able to
have ten people including the priests,” he recalled. “So my first
two Chrism masses with you have been a bit unusual.”

Bishop Riesbeck was grateful for those who were able to be
present for this year’s mass. “We are blessed to have a repre-
sentative of the priests from the Miramichi, Fredericton and Saint
John regions, who have graciously offered to bring back the oils
to their respective regions,” he said.

This year’s Chrism Mass, held at the Cathedral of the Immacu-
late Conception in Saint John, was by invitation only and was
livestreamed on the Diocese of Saint John Facebook page.

“We welcome those of you who are watching from home,” Bishop
Riesbeck said, noting that this included not only the homebound but
also those who, under normal circumstances, would have been in
attendance to represent the different parishes in the diocese. “I thank
the priests who might be joining as well, and hopefully will be renew-
ing their priestly promises at the appropriate time during the liturgy.
You will be represented by this esteemed group of priests here.”

That group included Father Aaron Knox, pastor, Paroisse St.-
François-de-Sales and hospital chaplain in Saint John, Monsignor Brian
Sheehan, pastor Our Lady of the Assumption Parish and judicial
vicar in Saint John, Reverend Dr. Michael McGowan, pastor, Our
Lady of Fatima Parish in Fredericton, Father Paul Doucet, pastor
St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Miramichi and Fr. Doug McNeill,
rector Immaculate Conception Parish and episcopal vicar for Tem-
poral Affairs in Saint John.

Bishop Riesbeck said that the oils he will blessed are, “a sign or
symbol of that union with Christ, and of strengthening or healing
so that the faithful of the diocese can experience the presence of
God in their midst and grow in friendship with him through the
celebration of the sacraments throughout the year.” He continued
to say that “the oils are used especially in the different sacraments
that anoint us for our mission and empower and strengthen us to
be spirit-filled evangelizers.”

Speaking especially of the priests, who renew their priestly prom-
ises each year at the Chrism Mass, Bishop Riesbeck said, “We
need to love people where they’re at, loving people into the full-
ness of truth, without ever compromising the Gospel. This is es-
pecially true for our clergy who will be renewing their commit-
ment of priestly service to the people of God entrusted to their
care as an extension of my ministry as diocesan bishop.”

He encouraged everyone to “pray for your priests, that they
would be heroic pastors: faithful, wise and courageous leaders in
these trying times.” He also invited prayers for priests who are
retired, those who are sick, and those who have been called home
to the Lord. And he asked special prayers for priests celebrating
significant ordination anniversaries, including Fr. McNeill and Rev.
Dr. McGowan, who both celebrate 40 years of priesthood this
year.

Concluding his homily Bishop Riesbeck said, “permit me to fin-
ish by recommending that during this Holy Week, you would ask
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of the Clergy
and Mother of the Church, to pray for our clergy.  That she would
ask her son and our Lord Jesus Christ to give us the grace to
make us strong and gladden our spirits, for the glory of God.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (right) of the
Diocese of Saint John blesses the Holy Oils during the Chrism
Mass at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint
John. David Rioux, seminarian (left) and Father Owen Burns
were part of a group from around the diocese who participated
in person in the mass. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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Easter: Season of new life
and rebirth for Jesus....and for us

“[He] suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried; he descended
Into hell; on the third day he rose from the dead.”

(Apostles Creed)

It should come as no surprise that what we call the Triduum, the
three days of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and then through the Easter
Vigil to Easter Sunday lies at the centre and core of our faith. It is the
feast of all feasts for us. With it, we mark the passing of Jesus from
death to new life. The words of our Apostles Creed express our faith
in the whole Christian story.  What we might miss is that it is also the
passing of ourselves from death to new life.

The resurrection stories in the Gospel present the disciples and
friends of Jesus, the crucified one seeking him at the tomb, among
the dead. They do not find him there. Nor would they find him in any
place that represents domination, death, violence, greed, oppression
and bondage. They would find him in the places of life and light,
liberation and peace. This is where the risen one is to be found.

The resurrection sends Jesus back into the world. His resurrection
proclaims that there is life after death, there is hope and promise and
that the power of evil, oppression and bondage is broken. The world
and humanity are given new life.

Our faith tell us that like the risen Jesus, we too are sent back into
the world and that we bring the risen one with us. We carry Jesus
into our world of families and friends, of commerce, economics and
politics. We carry him into the places of oppression, bondage and
poverty, of violence and suffering and yes, even into pandemics. As
Jesus, we carry the resurrection and its hope. We bring what the
risen one brings — peace. This is the Good News. We believe in the
possibility of new life for all.

The spiritual writer, Carlo Carretto
in Blessed Are You Who Believed de-
scribes the presence and power of the
risen Jesus that we welcome into our lives and that we bear into our
world. It is lived faith for us.

When you forgive your enemy
When you feed the hungry
When you defend the weak

you believe in the resurrection.
When you have the courage to marry
When you welcome a new-born child
When you make a home together

you believe in the resurrection.
When you wake at peace in the morning
When you sing to the rising sun
When you go to work with joy

you believe in the resurrection.
The risen life of Jesus takes flesh and comes alive in us.  Alleluia!

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Church’s position on same sex union blessing saddens many Catholics
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — A statement released by the Vatican on March 15 was a
crushing blow to Toronto resident Frank Testin.

In recent years, since Pope Francis became head of the Roman Catho-
lic Church, Mr. Testin started to believe that the Catholic Church would
one day look upon Gay Catholics the same as any other Catholic.

He is not naïve and knows that a change in official Church doctrine will
take a long time when it comes to how the Church views human sexuality,
but there were signs that change was coming, if slowly.

But then on March 15 the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith released a statement that said blessing same-sex unions is “illicit” and
that according to the Catholic Church God “cannot bless sin.”

“It was a very disappointing statement,” Mr. Testin said in a phone
interview from Toronto with the Canadian Catholic News. “It wasn’t just
what was said, but how it was said. It just seemed to be very mean-
spirited.”

The issue of how the Catholic Church views LGBT Catholics (lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender) is at the heart of an organization of Catho-
lics that Testin has been involved with in recent years.

Mr. Testin is the national president of Dignity Canada Dignité, an organi-
zation with eight chapters across Canada that works with other Catholic
and lay organizations who want the Church to modernize its teachings and

doctrines surrounding human sexuality, something that Testin said recent
surveys by organizations such as the Angus Reid Institute show most
Catholics in Western societies would support.

“The way most Catholics feel about these issues and what the Church
says are very different,” Mr. Testin said.

After the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith released its
statement on March 15, Mr. Testin sent a message to Dignity Canada’s
membership trying to put the statement from the Vatican in perspective for
the group’s members.

“I hope no one becomes too discouraged over the Vatican's action. It is
nothing new. Although some of us were expecting better, at the present
time we have little influence over what the Vatican produces, as it has
chosen only to consult within itself and not to invite us to the table,” Mr.
Testin wrote to Dignity Canada’s members.

“Our unions are blessed by the members of the Body of Christ as a
whole, including many friends, relatives and allies. We are invited to use
our consciences to discern the will of the Divine,” he said, adding that he
considers his marriage to his partner to be “holy, blessed, and a sign of the
Love of Divine for us and for all romantic relationships which are the
regular way we discover the Divine in ourselves and each other.”

The Vatican’s statement on the blessing of same sex unions has come
under fire in Europe, where a number of bishops have said they will ignore
the Vatican on this issue, especially bishops associated with the Catholic

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

The power of beauty
The world will be saved by beauty!  Fyodor Dostoevsky wrote

that, Dorothy Day quoted it, and centuries before Jesus, Confucius
made it central to his pedagogy. They were on to something.  Beauty
is a special language that cuts through and sidelines all the things that
divide us — history, race, language, creed, ideology, politics, eco-
nomic disparity, gender, sexual identity, and personal wounds. Beauty
melts down all differences. Its speech, like that of a newborn, has no
explicit words, but is a language so perfect that it can only be soiled
by violating oneself. Two things in this world cannot be argued with,
beauty and a baby. They also cannot defend themselves, and have
only their own vulnerability as protection.

In classical Western philosophy, beauty is seen as one of the tran-
scendental properties of being, and therefore as one of the properties
of God. God is understood as having four transcendental qualities,
namely, as being One, True, Good, and Beautiful. Hence, beauty pos-
sesses a divine, sacred quality. Artists and everyone sensitive to aes-
thetics have always recognized this, not necessarily in that they af-
firm explicitly that beauty is a property of God, but that they recog-
nize a godly quality in beauty; they sense a “blaspheme” whenever it
is defaced, and feel the energy to create as divine.

Beauty, as we know, takes many forms. Who of us has not at times
felt the stunning power of physical beauty? Who has not been mo-
mentarily transfixed by the beauty of a sunset, an ocean, a mountain
range, the stars, a full moon, a desert landscape, a particular tree, a
thunderstorm, fresh snow, a gentle rain, an animal in the wild, a work
of art or architecture, or a human body? Physical beauty is self-
justifying. It cannot be argued with and may never be denigrated by
an appeal to something higher and more spiritual. It is unequivocally
real and thus needs to be recognized, affirmed, and blessed.

For most of us, when we hear the word beauty, physical beauty is
what comes to mind. Now, while that beauty is real, powerful, and
can transform the heart, there are other kinds of beauty equally as
powerful and transforming. I am not sure what language works in

terms of what I am about to describe, so
forgive me if my expression here is ama-
teur and awkward, but we can speak, and
need to, of beauty in the emotional and
moral realm. There is something we might call emotional beauty or
moral beauty.

Emotional beauty is not the beauty of a sunset or a great painting,
but is the beauty of a particular expression of love, of empathy, or of
compassion that, like a beautiful sunset, we are occasionally graced
to witness. For example, we can be transfixed when seeing the mi-
raculous rescue of a child, when seeing a helpless animal saved by
rescuers, when seeing an elderly couple affectionately holding hands,
or when hearing of a generous response by the public to a plea for
help by a poor family. As with physical beauty, there is a divine quality
here and, as with physical beauty, there is something here that only
the most boorish of persons would dare smudge. However, when-
ever our emotions are involved there is always the danger of an un-
healthy sentimentality also being present; but, that danger notwith-
standing, our emotions, like our eyes, are also an opening to beauty.

Finally, not least, there is moral beauty, beauty of soul. The salient
example here is martyrdom and every other kind of love that sacri-
fices its own wishes, desires, and life for something higher. While
this does not always make for a beautiful body, it does make for a
beautiful soul. In affirming this, I am not thinking, first, of its most
salient examples, the religious martyrs who gave up their lives rather
than deny their faith, or even of persons like Mohandas Gandhi, Albert
Schweitzer, Martin Luther King, Dorothy Day, Maximillian Kolbe,
Oscar Romero, and the many today who give up their lives for oth-
ers. These are powerful examples of moral beauty, but many of us
see this first-hand in our own families and circle of friends. For ex-
ample, I look at my own mother and dad who for most of their lives
sacrificed to provide for a large family and, especially, to provide that
family with what is more important than food and clothing, namely,
faith and moral guidance. There was a moral beauty in their sacrifice,
though sometimes during those years, by Hollywood standards, my
mom and dad looked more haggard than beautiful. Moral beauty,
though, is measured by a different standard. That being said, there is
also the need to be cautious here: while emotional beauty carries the
risk of sentimentality, moral beauty carries the risk of fanaticism.
Fanatics, serial killers, and snipers are also highly focused morally.
Morality, like anything else, can be misguided.

The world will be saved by beauty! True, though I would employ
the present tense, the world is being saved by beauty.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author.. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Bayview Funeral Home

1461 Manawagonish Road, West Saint John, NB
506-634-74245      www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
Church in Germany

According to an Associated Press story, Francis DeBernardo, executive
director of New Ways Ministry, which advocates for greater acceptance
of gays in the church, “predicted the Vatican position would be ignored,
including by some Catholic clergy.”

“Catholic people recognize the holiness of the love between committed
same-sex couples and recognize this love as divinely inspired and divinely
supported and thus meets the standard to be blessed,” he said in a state-
ment quoted by the Associated Press.

A Catholic News Service story out of Berlin, Germany, quoted Austria's
Cardinal Christoph Schönborn as saying has was not "not happy" with the
Vatican' statement on blessing same-sex unions.

But at least one prominent member of Dignity Canada now says that
what the Catholic Church has to say about same sex unions is no longer a
concern of his because other Christian churches are more welcoming to
people who are in same sex relationships.

“Essentially, it really doesn’t matter to me anymore what they say (in the
Catholic Church),” said Norman Prince, a past-president of Dignity Canada
and a member of the organization’s executive committee.

“Others take a different view and continue to try and engage with the
Church, but nothing really changes,” he said in a phone interview from
Montreal.§

Church’s position on same sex union blessing
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Celebrating the Easter Triduum
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — For the first time in two years, people were able
to gather in their churches to celebrate the Easter Triduum in person.
At the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John faithful
turned out in large numbers to celebrate the Easter liturgies with Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Dioceses of Saint John, for Holy Thurs-
day, Good Friday, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday.

Bishop Riesbeck was especially delighted to see those who were
coming for the first time, addressing them directly in his opening
remarks on Easter Sunday. “Maybe some of you have braved coming
for the first time since the beginning of the pandemic. We are really
excited to see you. A warm welcome!”

Addressing those watching on Facebook Live he said, “it is a privi-
lege for us to be able to livestream, I know it is a consolation to those
of you who are homebound and maybe still feeling a little apprehen-
sive about coming. But we hope you can join us soon.”

He went on to assure all that, “our protocol committee has been
working really hard to make sure that you are safe here, with sanitiz-
ing and robust protocols that are in place. So as soon as you are able,
we really look forward to seeing you.”

The Easter Triduum forms a unity which reveals the unfolding of
the passion, death, and resurrection of Christ.  On Holy Thursday,
during which  the institution of the Eucharist and the institution of the
priesthood are celebrated, Bishop Riesbeck quoted the Catechism of
the Catholic Church (paragraph 1366), saying that the Eucharist, “re-
presents (makes present) the Sacrifice of the Cross.” He went on to
say that, “Jesus continues in every Eucharist to give us his own Body
and Blood for our nourishment,” and told the assembled, “it’s particu-
larly appropriate to thank your priests for their yes, and for all they
have sacrificed in the last year.”

Contemplating the passion of Jesus on Good Friday, Bishop Riesbeck
said that, “God chose a plan of salvation that would most perfectly
demonstrate his love.”

Quoting John 3:16 he said, “For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him might not perish but
have eternal life.” He went on to say that, “The Father inspired the
Son with such a great love that he himself willingly became man, and
went to his death for us.”

At the Easter Vigil on Saturday evening, the mother of all vigils, the
bishop told the congregation that, “the resurrection of Jesus is an
eruption of light. The risen one himself, Jesus, is the light of the
world who comes to dispel the darkness of sin.” With great jubilation
as the liturgy moved from darkness to light, he said, “we’ve been
waiting for 40 days of Lent to be able to let our song of joy proclaim
the glory of the risen Lord, who is raised from the dead so as to bring
us new life.”

Finally, on Easter Sunday, Bishop Riesbeck reminded everyone that
the most certain proof of the resurrection is that lives continue to be
changed by Jesus now, in the present. “When you have that personal
relationship with Jesus, your perspectives change. You have a new
outlook on life, you know that death does not have the final word –
life does.”

He went on to say that “our mission as witnesses of the risen Lord,
as Christians who have been transformed by the reality and truth of
the resurrection is to spread the light of Christ in our daily lives,
especially in the way that we relate to others in love as faith-filled,
hope-filled, joy-filled people of God.”

As Bishop Riesbeck concluded his Easter Sunday homily, he said,
“Jesus is truly risen bringing true joy, hope and abundant life. Alleluia!”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com.§

A crucifix prominently displayed in the sanctuary
is most appropriate, says Bishop Riesbeck
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

“Keep your eyes on the crucifix; for Jesus without the cross is a
man without a mission, and the cross without Jesus is a burden with-
out a reliever,” Venerable Fulton Sheen.

On Good Friday, April 2nd at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Con-
ception in Saint John, reflecting on the passion of the Lord, Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John, spoke about
the importance of the crucifix as a symbol of Christianity.

“The crucifix is the most important of Catholic emblems,” he said.
“It does not just hang in our churches, schools, institutions and altars
because it’s part of our cultural and historic tradition. It is a visual
reminder of the sacrifice that Christ made for us — the greatest sym-
bol of God’s love for us.”

For this reason, Bishop Riesbeck went on to say that, “it is most
appropriate to have a crucifix prominently displayed in the centre of
the altar or hanging above or behind the altar on the wall.” This is
supported by the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM),
the detailed document governing the celebration of Mass of the

(continued on page 7)

SAINT JOHN — The crucifix behind the main altar in the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John. (Natasha
Mazerolle photo)
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Christ's cross a beacon of hope in stormy seas, pope says at audience
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The commemoration of Christ's passion, death
and resurrection during the Easter triduum brings much-needed hope to a
world beset by uncertainty, Pope Francis said.

During his weekly general audience March 31, the pope said that as
Christians prepare to celebrate another Easter in the shadow of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the hope brought by Christ's cross "is like a beacon that
indicates the port to ships that are still afloat on stormy seas."

"It is a sign of the hope that does not let us down, and it tells us that not
even one tear, not one cry is lost in God's plan," he said.

Pope Francis used his weekly general audience to reflect on each day of
the triduum, beginning with Holy Thursday when Christians "relive what
happened at the Last Supper."

The Eucharist, he said, is a testament of Jesus' love for humankind; the
Lord left it for Christians "not as a remembrance, but as a memorial, as his
everlasting presence."

"In this sacrament, Jesus replaced the sacrificial victim with himself,"
the pope said. "His body and blood give us salvation from the slavery of
sin and death."

Good Friday, he continued, is a "day of penance, fasting and prayer"
that helps Christians feel as if they "were gathered on Calvary to com-
memorate the passion and the redemptive death of Jesus Christ."

Through the adoration of the cross, he said, Christians not only "relive
the journey of the innocent lamb sacrificed for our salvation" but also
remember the suffering of today's "'sacrificed lambs,' the innocent vic-

tims of wars, dictatorships, everyday violence, (and) abortion."
Departing from his prepared remarks, Pope Francis said the light of

God's love is needed because "the world is in darkness."
"Let us make a list of all the wars that are being fought right now, of all

the children who are dying of hunger, of the children who have no educa-
tion, of entire peoples destroyed by wars, by terrorism, of the many, many
people who, in order to feel a little better, need drugs, the drug industry that
kills. It is a calamity, it is a desert," he said.

Continuing his reflection, the pope said Holy Saturday is a day of silence
in which those who had hoped in Christ "are put to the test" and "feel like
orphans."

Nevertheless, he said, Christians should look to Mary who, after fol-
lowing her son "along the sorrowful path," maintained hope "in the prom-
ise of God who raises the dead."

"Thus, in the darkest hour of the world, she became the mother of
believers, the mother of the church and a sign of hope," the pope said.
"Her witness and her intercession sustain us when the weight of the cross
becomes too heavy for us."

Pope Francis said the darkness of Holy Saturday is broken by the light
and joy of Easter when "all questions and uncertainties, hesitations and
fears are dispelled" by Christ's resurrection.

"The Risen One gives us the certainty that good always triumphs over
evil, that life always conquers death and that our end is not to descend
lower and lower, from sadness to sadness, but to rise to the heights," the
pope said.§

(continued from page 6)
Roman Rite.

Paragraph 308 of the GIRM says that, “there is also to be a cross,
with the figure of Christ crucified upon it, either on the altar or near it,
where it is clearly visible to the assembled congregation. It is appro-
priate that such a cross, which calls to mind for the faithful the saving
Passion of the Lord, remain near the altar even outside of liturgical
celebrations.”

Recognizing that some churches may have chosen to replace a
crucifix with the resurrected Christ, because the latter may be less
disturbing and more appealing to the eyes and noting the desire to
focus on Jesus’ victory rather than his suffering and passion, Bishop
Riesbeck had some convicting words, “Had there been no crucifix-
ion, there would not have been a resurrection. Christ nailed to the
cross was necessary so that God could show the depth of his love
for us and save us from our sins.”

As Christians it is known suffering and death do not have the final
word. The crucifix is the sign of Christ’s victory. “This is why today
is called Good Friday, and not tragic Friday,” the bishop said. The
crucifix is the ultimate symbol of Christ’s love, the way through which
Jesus conquered death and gave hope of eternal life in him.

Through the cross, “we are invited to personally accept God’s
incredible gift for ourselves, by taking up our cross and committing
to following Jesus with our whole hearts,” Bishop Riesbeck said.

St. Paul said: “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer
I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me,” (Galatians 2:19-20).

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com.§

A crucifix is most appropriate

April 11, 2021   Second Sunday of Easter
Divine Mercy Sunday

First Reading: Acts 4.32-35
They were of one heart and soul.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 118.2-4, 16-18, 22-24 (R.1)
R. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his steadfast love endures forever.
Second Reading:   1 John 5.1-6

Whatever is born of God conquers the world.
Gospel: John 20.19-31

After eight days Jesus came and stood among them.

Sunday’s Liturgy
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Vatican statistics show continued growth in number of Catholics worldwide
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The number of Catholics and permanent deacons in
the world has shown steady growth, while the number of religious men
and women continued to decrease, according to Vatican statistics.

At the end of 2019, the worldwide Catholic population exceeded
1.34 billion, which continued to be about 17.7% of the world's popu-
lation, said an article published late March in the Vatican newspaper,
L'Osservatore Romano.

It marked an increase of 16 million Catholics — a 1.12% increase
compared to 2018 while the world's population grew by 1.08%.

The article contained a handful of the statistics in the Statistical
Yearbook of the Church, which reported worldwide church figures
as of December 31, 2019. It also announced the publication of the
2021 "Annuario Pontificio," a volume containing information about
every Vatican office, as well as every diocese and religious order in
the world.

According to the statistical yearbook, the number of Catholics in-
creased in every continent except Europe.

At the end of 2019, 48.1% of the world's Catholics were living in
the Americas, followed by Europe with 21.2%, Africa with 18.7%,
about 11% in Asia (all figures for Asia exclude China) and 0.8 percent

in Oceania.
The yearbook showed the number of bishops in the world — 5,364

— dipped slightly with 13 fewer bishops than in 2018.
The total number of priests — diocesan and religious order —

around the world slightly increased from 414,065 in 2018 to 414,336
in 2019.

The largest increases were seen in Africa and Asia, with a growth
of 3.45% and 2.91%, respectively, followed by Europe with a 1.5%
increase and the Americas with about 0.5% more.

At the end of 2019, 40.6% of the world's priests were serving in
Europe, while 28% of priests were in Africa and Asia.

The number of candidates for the priesthood — both diocesan
seminarians and members of religious orders — showed a continued
slight decline worldwide, decreasing from 115,880 at the end of 2018
to 114,058 in 2019, a change of -1.6%.

The number of permanent deacons reported — 48,238 — was up
1.5% over the previous year. The vast majority — 97% — of the
world's permanent deacons live in the Americas and in Europe.

The number of brothers in religious orders continued its small yet
steady decline worldwide from 50,941 in 2018 to 50,295 in 2019.

The number of women in religious orders showed an ongoing down-
ward trend with a 1.8% decrease, going from 641,661 women in
2018 to 630,099 in 2019.§

Virtual closeness, real community: Pope's ministry flourished online
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope
Francis, his liturgy office and his
communications team made very
deliberate decisions over the past
year with the goal of letting peo-
ple experience how close the pope
was to them in their isolation and
suffering.

And people — tens of thou-
sands of them — responded,
praying with him and for him.

As the Vatican and much of Italy
prepared for another Holy Week
in lockdown, although a modified
version compared to 2020, that
dialogue continued on social me-
dia and influenced the planning of
the papal liturgies, including de-
tails like the positioning of video
cameras for television broadcasts
and livestreaming, attention to the
music and the pacing of the com-
mentators offering translations in
multiple languages.

Of course, live broadcasts have
been part of the Vatican's Easter
offerings for decades.

"They are a sign of the pope's
closeness to the people of God,"
Natasa Govekar, director of the

another event," she said. "So, the
pope draws close to people, ar-
riving in their homes, to share
with them the word of God and
prayer, to communicate the
Lord's mercy, to confirm them
in the faith and to accompany
them where they are."

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis is pictured on a Vatican television camera as he celebrates Ash
Wednesday Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican in this February 17, 2021, file photo. The
pope and his liturgy and communication teams have made deliberate decisions during the
COVID-19 pandemic to convey the pope's closeness to those suffering. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

theological-pastoral office of the
Vatican Dicastery for Communi-
cation, told Catholic News Serv-
ice.

"Most of the faithful will never
have an opportunity to come to
Rome to meet the pope at an au-
dience, a mass in St. Peter's or

The Dicastery for Communi-
cation, which includes the Vati-
can television production centre,
always plans the coverage of pa-
pal masses, including the camera
positions, with the pope's master
of liturgical ceremonies.

(continued on page 9)
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(continued from page 8)
"The most obvious difference is that with the COVID-19 regula-

tions we have gone from a full basilica to a situation with far fewer
people, distanced at least a meter from each other," Ms. Govekar
said. "That's why it was decided to move the celebrations to a more
intimate part of the basilica," the Altar of the Chair behind Bernini's
towering baldachin.

But there is no attempt to hide the fact that the celebrations are different.
In fact, according to the dicastery staff, "there is always a camera very
far" from the altar that frames not only the congregation of 100-150 peo-
ple, but much of the empty space around them.

A particular challenge, Ms. Govekar said, is "relaying the com-
munity aspect" of the liturgy when the assembly is small, socially
distanced and not allowed to exchange a sign of peace.

Even when it was possible to fill St. Peter's Basilica with thou-
sands of Catholics or fill St. Peter's Square with tens of thou-
sands for a mass, she noted, Pope Francis still needed the help of
a microphone and, in the square, megascreens.

With the COVID-19 pandemic, the church is using other means,
and often miniscreens, to amplify his voice and help people feel
that they are there, praying with him.

Experts have estimated that in the first year of the pandemic,
the use of social media — Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and oth-
ers — grew by 12% as people sought ways to be connected to
one another.

The Twitter (@Pontifex) and Instagram (@franciscus) accounts
of Pope Francis grew as well. His Twitter accounts, in their nine
language versions, had a total of more than 52 million followers March
24 — that was a growth of almost 740,000 followers in nine months,
according to the Dicastery for Communication. And, over the past
year, the Instagram account grew by 1 million followers to reach 7.7
million followers in late March.

Seven of the 10 most popular tweets — those "liked" or retweeted — in
the past year, Ms. Govekar said, were requests for prayer with the hashtag
#PrayTogether, "creating a community around the world that was praying
with the Holy Father, spiritually united despite the distances."

The comments on social media, she said, showed that people found
strength and consolation in connecting with the pope and others around
the world as they prayed.

"This service was especially evident in the early months of the
pandemic when almost 4 billion people around the world were con-
fined to their homes," Ms. Govekar said. "Through the live broad-
casts of the different celebrations, Pope Francis wanted to accom-
pany them in a time of difficulty, fear and uncertainty, and to pray
with them, fortify them in the midst of tribulation and communicate
hope and trust in the Lord who will never abandon us."

Over the 69 days from early March to mid-May 2020, when the
public celebrations of mass were banned in Italy, Pope Francis de-
cided to livestream the mass he celebrated each morning in the chapel
of his residence, the Domus Sanctae Marthae.

"We received countless comments, including through the mail, that
made us see just how much people felt accompanied by the 'homiletic
magisterium' of Pope Francis, that is, how important it was for them
to be able to hear his voice and not just read quotes in an article," Ms.
Govekar said.

Social media, television, radio and the internet have helped the pope
"to be near to people all over the world in a year that has been difficult
for everyone," she said. "And people have responded in turn with
their closeness to the pope. There has been a kind of virtual dialogue
unprecedented in the history of the church."§

Virtual closeness, real community: Pope's ministry flourished online

VATICAN CITY — The Easter season, which lasts until Pentecost,
is a time for rejoicing and for always seeking out the risen Christ,
Pope Francis said.

"To find Christ means to discover peace of heart," he said April 5 as
he led the recitation of the "Regina Coeli" prayer from the library of
the Apostolic Palace.

With Italy in another COVID-19 lockdown, the midday recitation
was livestreamed.

But Pope Francis reminded viewers how the women who went to
Jesus' tomb and found it empty, "after initially being shaken, experi-
ence great joy in discovering the master alive."

"In this Easter Season," he said, "my wish is that everyone might
have the same spiritual experience, welcoming in our hearts, in our
homes and in our families the joyful proclamation of Easter: 'Christ,
having risen from the dead dies now no more; death will no longer
have dominion over him.'"

From Easter to Pentecost, Catholics pray the "Regina Coeli" in place

Easter season is time to seek the risen Lord, experience joy, pope says
of the Angelus prayer as an affirmation of the joy of the Resurrection
they should experience throughout the Easter season, he said. The
prayer begins, "Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia," because "now
Mary's joy is complete: Jesus lives, love has conquered. May this be
our joy as well!"

After Jesus was buried, the authorities ordered a stone rolled in
front of the tomb to keep the disciples from stealing Jesus' body. The
stone, the pope said, "was supposed to be the seal of the victory of
evil and death."

But the Gospel of Matthew says, "There was a great earthquake;
for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, approached, rolled
back the stone, and sat upon it."

"All of the plans and defenses of Jesus' enemies and persecutors
were in vain," he said. "The image of the angel sitting on the stone
before the tomb is the concrete, visible manifestation of God's vic-
tory over evil, of Christ's victory over the prince of this world, of
light over darkness." §
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Religious raise concerns with D&P investigation
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The three-year investigation into Devel-
opment and Peace partners by the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops [CCCB] and
senior Development and Peace [D&P] man-
agement is raising questions among Canada’s
religious sisters and priests.

The Canadian Religious Conference,
which represents more than 11,000 priests,
sisters and religious brothers, is demand-
ing answers from Development and Peace

management about how and why 24 of the
organization’s partners in Africa, Latin
America and Asia were cut.

In a statement, the Canadian Religious
Conference [CRC] looked at the
February 25 joint press release
from Development and Peace
and the CCCB and calls into
question the legitimacy of the
entire investigation.

“Does this statement respond
to the legitimate questions asked
by the many people who for sev-
eral years have supported Devel-
opment and Peace and contrib-
uted to its annual financial cam-

paign? Absolutely not!” the CRC said.
The February 25 statement summarized

the findings of the investigation that looked
at 63 organizations that were D&P partners.
The report stated 24 partnerships would be
severed “following a lack of clarification
to resolve serious questions regarding sup-
port for positions or actions in conflict with
the Church’s social and moral teachings.”

Canada’s Jesuit Fathers are faulting the
process for being narrowly focused on
“sexual matters” and ignoring sources of
accurate information about the 63 partners.

“This process has harmed the reputation
of some people and organizations, many
supported by the local Church, who often
risk their lives to defend poor and
marginalized people,” Jesuit provincial su-
perior Father Erik Oland wrote in a state-
ment on the Jesuit website. “The impact of
this decision may have widespread and
long-term consequences for partner organi-
zations in the global south, threatening their
very existence. This would represent a pro-
found loss of the prophetic witness of the
Church.”

The Canadian Religious Conference said
it has been biting its tongue, hoping for a
better result, throughout the partnership
review process. After seeing internal com-
munications about the final vote that ex-
pelled 24 D&P partners, the CRC decided
“the time for reflection and prudence in our

reaction must end.”
In a letter to CRC membership, CRC’s

former president, Franciscan Brother Louis
Cinq-Mars, said the review had been driven
by “ideological considerations.”

“The CRC’s chief concern is the situa-
tion of our sisters and brothers who suffer
and need this international aid,” Br. Cinq-
Mars wrote. “Faced with people’s misery,
we must mobilize because human dignity
is at once a right and a duty which calls
upon all of us.”

The Jesuits plan to continue working with
Development and Peace, Fr. Oland said.

“We remain hopeful that the leadership
of the CCCB and the Canadian Catholic Or-
ganization for Development and Peace
(CCODP) will demonstrate transparency
and openness,” Fr. Oland wrote in an e-
mail. “Above all, we hope that this will be
the prevailing spirit going forward. Our
greatest concern is the threat to the work
of D&P partners in light of the responsibil-
ity we have to our brothers and sisters in
the global south.”

The Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops did not respond to interview re-
quests from The Catholic Register.

Development and Peace management had
a meeting scheduled to decide how and
whether the organization would respond to
CRC and Jesuit concerns after The Catho-
lic Register’s press time.§

Father Erik Oland (Catholic Register photo)
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Canadians divided on ‘conversion therapy’ ban
By AGNIESZKA RUCK
The B.C. Catholic

A recent survey of 1,016 Canadians has
found there is no widespread support for the
so-called “conversion therapy ban” Bill C-6.

The Justice Centre for Constitutional
Freedoms [JCCF] commissioned a Nanos poll
February 28 to March 4 to ask people across
the country for their thoughts on access to
counselling about sexuality.

The poll found 78 per cent of respondents
agreed that “consenting adults should be able
to receive the sexuality counselling of their
choice regardless of their sexual orientation
or gender identity.”

It also found most respondents believed chil-
dren with gender dysphoria who are thinking
about altering their bodies with puberty blockers
or hormones should have access to counselling
services with a “wait and see” approach.

JCCF staff lawyer Marty Moore said his
organization does not take a political stance,

but advocates for rights of Canadians. He be-
lieves Bill C-6 and similar conversion therapy
bans introduced in some major cities threaten
Canadian rights and liberties.

“The concept of conversion therapy often
brings to mind appalling and abusive prac-
tices,” such as electric shock, he said during
a video press conference March 16. “The
prohibition of such abusive coercive practices
is of course justified, but the recent conver-
sion therapy bans make no reference to abuse
or coercion.”

The proposed bill defines conversion
therapy this way: “a practice that seeks to
change a person’s sexual orientation to het-
erosexual, to change a person’s gender iden-
tity or gender expression to cisgender or to
repress or reduce non-heterosexual attraction
or sexual behaviour or non-cisgender expres-
sion.” (Cisgender refers to a person whose

gender identity matches their biological sex).
The bill would amend the Criminal Code to

make offering conversion therapy, advertis-
ing it, or receiving financial benefit for pro-
viding it a criminal offence with a maximum
five-year prison sentence.

Mr. Moore said if conversion therapy re-
mains so defined, it could ban a person’s vol-
untary and personal choice to seek counsel-
ling for a sexual issue and discriminates against
some LGBTQ persons.

In fact, at least one same-sex attracted per-
son has already been denied such treatment.
Calgary-area resident Jose Ruba joined the
press conference to share that as a university
student, he began to experience unwanted sexual
attractions to men and began viewing same-sex
pornography. He sought help from a spiritual
director, who led him to a counsellor.

“Some of what he said was not so helpful,
but some of it was life-giving,” said Mr. Ruba.

After moving to a different city, he has
looked for other counsellors who could give
him the same help. But while freely seeking
this service, Mr. Ruba has been told by sev-
eral counselling agencies they can’t help him,
or only help him in a limited way.

“They would only help me if we talked
about a pornography addiction, but not gay
pornography,” he said. “If Canadians under-
stood the kinds of discrimination … they
would not support this ban.”

Mr. Ruba said his former counsellor could,
if Bill C-6 was in force, be criminally charged,
as could the spiritual director who recom-
mended him, for advertising and offering their
help.

“No one wants anyone to be coerced into
counselling … I had been forced into coun-
selling, it would not have benefitted me,” he
said.

Legislators and politicians have said the bill
would not block access to conversion therapy
for a person who freely consented to it, as
long as the counsellor did not receive com-
pensation for the treatment. They have also
said it would not criminalize private conver-
sations between family members.

But Mr. Moore warns that language is not
actually laid out in the bill itself.

“Bill C-6 is imposing a one-way street, a
one-size-fits-all solution, regardless of the best
interests of” the person seeking conversion
therapy, he said.

It “drastically impairs the ability of parents
to make decisions in the best interests of their
children,” and “could criminalize conversa-
tions that a parent has with their children, even

about counselling the child wants to get.”
That’s what Rachel Smith is concerned

about. Rachel, a minor who used a pseudo-
nym to protect her identity, told the press con-
ference she is autistic and identified as
transgender for two years due to an inability
to form meaningful friendships with girls and
a lack of female athletic role models.

“Working out was the best way for me to
handle my gender dysphoria,” said Rachel.
She built up a muscular physique and felt more
comfortable around boys.

Then, around age 14, she met a young
woman who was strong, competitive, and
comfortable in her skin as an athletic female.
She took time to train Rachel to improve her
flexibility and helped her build an appreciation
for her body. Rachel came to embrace the
gender she was born with.

“When I came out as a girl in school after I
was known as trans for two years, I was
bullied by many students and even some teach-
ers,” said Rachel.

She said all people with gender dysphoria
have different needs and it is important for
them to access a variety of resources, including
ones that help them affirm their biological sex.

“What works for me may not work for
someone else,” she said. “All I needed was a
strong female role model and friend … Imag-
ine if … my parents were forced to allow me
to transition.”

The JCCF poll found Canadians are divided
on whether counselling a child to accept their
birth gender rather than explore other genders
should be legal: 41 per cent agreed it should be
legal, 27 per cent said it should be illegal, and 32
per cent said they were unsure.

Emmanuel Sanchez also spoke at the press
conference. After coming out as gay at age
16 and having relationships with older men,
“I was still very unsettled.”

He found out a counsellor who helped him
tackle the bullying and depression in his past
and challenged him to take a hard look at all
of his relationships.

“I started to see life differently and I deeply
loved it,” he said. Mr. Sanchez has joined a
movement called ‘Fix the Definition’ calling
for Bill C-6 to be amended to ban coercive
practices designed to change a person’s sexual
orientation or gender identity while ensuring
Canadians can freely access the counselling
they choose. The movement also seeks to
protect the rights of parents to speak to their
children about sexuality and gender.

Bill C-6 is currently pending third reading
in the House of Commons.§

Jose Ruba (JCCF photo)
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“What earlier generations held as sacred
remains sacred and great for us too”

Benedict XVI

SAINT JOHN — On January 12, 2021,
the Most Reverend Christian Riesbeck, CC,
appointed the Reverend Dr. Michael
McGowan as spiritual advisor to the Latin
Mass Community of the Diocese of Saint
John, effective immediately.

Rev. Dr. McGowan will provide mass, the
other sacraments, and pastoral ministry to the
faithful of the diocese who wish to worship
in the Extraordinary Form.

In his Apostolic Letter given Motu Proprio,
Summorum Pontificum of July 7, 2007, Pope
Benedict XVI, permitted  priests of the Latin
Church to celebrate mass according to the
Missal promulgated by Pope St. John XXIII

Latin Mass to be held regularly in diocese
in 1962, known as the Tridentine Mass or
Traditonal Mass (TLM), which was never
abrogated by the Second Vatican Council.

The celebration of Holy Mass in the Ex-
traordinary Form is permitted for a stable group
of the faithful who spontaneously request it, with
respect for the requirements of the law.

Bishop Riesbeck was approached by this
stable group of the faithful, residing in the
Diocese of Saint John, and has now acceded
to their request for more regular pastoral care.

Beginning on Sunday, April 18, 2021, Mass
in the Extraordinary Form, will be offered
every Sunday at Our Lady of Fatima Church
in Fredericton at 12:30 pm. Those interested
in attending this mass on a regular basis are
invited to register by April 5, 2021 by con-
tacting the parish by email:
olfatima1962@gmail.com. §

Even in a pandemic there's room for Christ
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

NANAIMON, B.C. — Father Harrison Ayre
knows COVID lockdowns can wear you
down. He’s felt it more in the last few months.

“It was hard to function every day. It was
hard to get going with stuff outside of basic
duties,” Fr. Ayre told The Catholic Register.

He and many of the priests he knows say
pastoring a parish has been more taxing
through the COVID lockdowns.
Livestreaming weekday masses turns the
lonely pastor into a sacristan, cameraman,
sound technician, social media editor and
priest all at once. Keeping parishioners in-
formed of the ever shifting rules for mass
attendance is a challenge. Baptisms come one
at a time, given the limit of 10 people in the
church.

During the lockdown, Fr. Ayre was moved
to a new parish, from Holy Family, Notre
Dame in Port Alberni to St. Peter’s in
Nanaimo, B.C. He’s had the additional prob-
lem of trying to get to know his new pa-
rishioners when they’re simply not there
every Sunday.

The experience has made Fr. Ayre a little
more sympathetic to what COVID-deniers
and angry, anti-mask partisans have been
reacting to, but it hasn’t changed his mind
about how Christians should think and be-
have in these extraordinary times.

“I would never fall into that reactionism,”
he said.

Fr. Ayre is the co-author with Michael
Heinlein of Finding Christ in the Crisis,
What the Pandemic Can Teach Us. It’s a
quick read, less than 100 pages, that ar-
gues for a Catholic, biblical and sacramen-
tal understanding of the COVID crisis. It is
an antidote to the bitter, political arguments
that try to skirt around scientific facts and
misunderstand the theological reality of faith
in hard times.

“We are not being persecuted. Maybe some-
times we are being treated unfairly, but that’s
not persecution,” said Fr. Ayre. “Maybe things
aren’t exactly fair. But who ever said the
Church was going to be treated fairly?”

Fr. Ayre doesn’t deny that people suffer
when their normal sacramental life has been
interrupted. But he cannot understand peo-
ple treating the Eucharist as though it were
their personal possession, demanding that
governments guarantee their access to it.
Christians from St. Paul on down through
the centuries have welcomed suffering —

especially suffering for the sake of the good
of others.

In the book, Fr. Ayre and Mr. Heinlein
warn against “spiritual narcissism.”

“Spiritual narcissism is looking after our
own spiritual needs but forgetting that the
goal of our own needs is to feed our serv-
ice to our neighbour,” they write. “Spiritual
narcissism means caring only for your own
spiritual health and forgetting what is good
for our brother and sister.”

Fr. Ayre also points out that many saints
— including St. Therese of Lisieux — lived
lives of great holiness without daily or
weekly access to the Eucharist. At times,
St. Therese would have communion as in-
frequently as twice a year, Fr. Ayre said.

The book’s argument for a calm and
charitable attitude to COVID lockdowns
isn’t preaching passivity.

“It would be nice if the government could
really do a better job at communicating,”
he said. “The Church does have to speak
up, perhaps just a little bit more. If we’re
going to be closed, that’s fine. But I think
we’re owed explanations.”

If Easter is a little quieter, a little strange,
a little more isolated than Catholics are used
to, that hardly cancels the essential truth of
Easter, Fr. Ayre said.

“There’s always hope, because Christ is
risen. That is the essential message of Chris-
tianity,” he said. “Hope is recognizing a pres-
ence. Christ really is here, in that we are
configured to him through baptism — really
and truly. He’s always there. Just because you
can’t get to mass right now — as normal and

as important as that is — your baptism is a
real connection. We are configured to the life
of the Trinity through baptism. That’s no
small potatoes, right?”

The book has had overwhelmingly positive
reactions, with many parishes buying hun-
dreds of copies from publisher Our Sunday
Visitor. Conspiracy theorists and anti-maskers
have been lightly sprinkled among dozens of
grateful and appreciative notes Fr. Ayre has
received.

“You get some real wackos, but that’s al-
ways the case,” he said. “I’ve heard them all.
I kind of joke now that I can’t wait to get
vaccinated so I can get better cell reception.”§

Father Harrison Ayre (Grandin Media
photo)


